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CHIEF SCIENTIST — APPOINTMENT 
Statement by Minister for Science 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Minister for Science) [12.05 pm]: I wish to advise the house that yesterday 
I announced the appointment of a new Chief Scientist of Western Australia. I am very pleased that Professor Peter 
Klinken has agreed to take on the role. Professor Klinken brings a wealth of knowledge, expertise and enthusiasm 
to the role of Chief Scientist and I am greatly looking forward to working with him. Professor Klinken is one of 
the state’s leading medical research scientists, highly regarded for his work in advancing the understanding of 
genes involved in leukaemia, cancer and anaemia. His many research achievements include the discovery of a 
gene that supresses the growth of tumours. After obtaining his PhD from the University of Western Australia, 
Professor Klinken commenced his career as a biochemist, combining his passion for biology and chemistry. He 
then undertook research at the United States National Institutes of Health in Washington and the Walter and 
Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research in Melbourne, returning to the University of Western Australia in 1989. 
In 1994 he was appointed as professor in clinical biochemistry at UWA and in 2000 took on the role of director of 
research at Royal Perth Hospital. Professor Klinken has led the development of medical research in WA and in 
1996 he started the Western Australian Institute for Medical Research. In the ensuing years he steered the 
institute’s growth into the Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research. The Perkins Institute today occupies a 
brand-new state-of-the-art building in Nedlands and will soon expand southwards to the new Murdoch campus of 
Fiona Stanley Hospital. Under Professor Klinken’s stewardship, the Perkins Institute attracted world-class national 
and international researchers to the state and made numerous acclaimed medical discoveries. 

As Chief Scientist, Professor Klinken will provide contemporary expert advice on science to the government. His 
input will support the government in growing the state’s science industries to achieve social and economic 
prosperity for Western Australians. In particular, Professor Klinken will work to advance the state’s science 
strengths in the priority areas of agriculture and food; medicine and health; minerals, energy and petroleum; marine 
and terrestrial biodiversity and conservation; and radioastronomy. One of Professor Klinken’s first duties will be 
to chair the assessment panel for the 2014 Premier’s Science Awards, and I look forward to announcing those 
awards at the end of August. 

I also take this opportunity to thank Professor Klinken’s predecessor in the role, Professor Lyn Beazley. 
Professor Beazley completed her term as Chief Scientist of Western Australia in December 2013, after serving 
since 2006. As an enthusiastic and committed ambassador for science over the seven-year term of her appointment, 
Professor Beazley raised the profile of the state’s science achievements locally, nationally and internationally. I 
thank Professor Beazley for her tremendous commitment to science and for her outstanding services to the state. 
Professor Klinken’s appointment will be effective from 1 July 2014. 
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